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1
LEARNING IN THE FAST LANE: THE PAST, PRESENT, 
AND FUTURE OF ADVANCED PLACEMENT
Chester Finn Jr and Andrew Scanlan

Learning in the Fast Lane by CHESTER FINN JR, M.A.T.’67, 
ED.D.’70, traces the little-known history of the Advanced 
Placement Program, which started in 1952 in seven private and 
public schools around the country and today engages nearly 3 
million high school students every year. In this account, in ad-
dition to the history, the authors also look at how the program 
currently works in schools, the benefits it offers, and the criti-
cism the 68-year-old program has faced. 

Harvard Ed.

 WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY READING?  A Fine Balance by Rohinton 
Mistry

 WHAT DREW YOU TO IT?  My mama recommended it as extremely 
beautiful and utterly heartbreaking. She said it was the only book 
she’s ever read that was too sad to finish. For some reason that 
compelled me to pick it up. It’s a thick book, so it’s nice to be reading 
it to start the year and between semesters.

 WHAT WAS YOUR FAVORITE BOOK AS A CHILD?  I loved a lot of books. 
Early in my independent reading, Ramona Quimby books were a 
favorite, and a few years later, Walter Dean Myers’ Scorpions and 
Fallen Angels had me rapt. However, if we’re going to go way back, 
one of my favorite children’s books was The Story of Ferdinand. Fer-
dinand’s message of nonviolence and defying stereotypes touched 
my four-year-old soul. It still does.

 WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE BOOK TO READ TO YOUR SON?  My son is just 
over a year old. We have lots of fun with Brown Bear, Brown Bear, 
What Do You See? and Good Night, Gorilla. A dear friend and col-
league gave him Counting on Community by Innosanto Nagara, which 
we also love because we get to see friends in all sorts of fun commu-
nity activities while also having deep bedtime talks about cardinality.

 WHAT BOOK WOULD PEOPLE BE SURPRISED YOU’VE NEVER READ?  There 
are so many great books that I have yet to read. When I was a teen-
ager, my German-speaking Czech grandfather expressed disbelief 
and despair that I hadn’t read Goethe’s Faust. “Vut, you haven’t read 
Faust? Vut are they teaching you?” So Faust it is. 

 IS THERE A BOOK YOU HAVE THE HTF STUDENTS READ THAT YOU THINK  
 IS HELPFUL?  A good, simple book that is useful for beginning math 
teachers is 5 Practices for Orchestrating Productive Math Discus-
sions by Smith and Stein. It provides a sequence of helpful practices 
that teachers can enact to build a classroom culture that facilitates 
problem solving and collaborative learning. 

 WHAT’S NEXT ON YOUR READING LIST?  It better be Faust! But after 
that, The Feast of the Goat by Mario Vargas Llosa is on deck. I’ve 
been wanting to read one of his books for a long time, and someone 
recommended I start with this one.  LH

O N  M Y  B O O K S H E L F

Noah Heller, lecturer and 
faculty director, Harvard 
Teacher Fellows (HTF)

FOR A FULL LIST OF BOOKS FEATURED IN THIS ISSUE: 
GSE.HARVARD.EDU/ED. IF YOU’RE PART OF THE ED 
SCHOOL COMMUNITY AND YOU’VE RECENTLY PUB-
LISHED A BOOK, LET US KNOW: BOOKNOTES@GSE.
HARVARD.EDU

*When our regular book photo shoot 
couldn’t happen because of the campus 

shutdown, we Zoomed instead.
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1
THE TRUTH ABOUT COLLEGE ADMISSION:  
A FAMILY GUIDE
Brennan Barnard and Rick Clark

“This book,” write the authors, including Brennan 
Barnard, the college admission program adviser for 
the Making Caring Common Project, “is written to 
put the college search and admission experience 
into perspective for your family.” The Truth chal-
lenges the common narrative that college admission 
is a rite of passage to fear, that there are only a few 
dozen great schools that all students should aim for 
when applying, and that students “must perfectly 
follow a secret formula throughout high school to 
unlock success.”

5
CAREER PATHWAYS TO ACTION: 
CASE STUDIES FROM THE FIELD
Edited by Robert Schwartz  
and Amy Loyd

Using five on-the-ground case studies 
from across the United States, Career 
Pathways by ROBERT SCHWARTZ, 
C.A.S.’68, and AMY LOYD, ED.L.D.’13, 
explores work being done at the local, 
state, and regional levels by the Path-
ways to Prosperity Network. The network 
was launched in 2012 as a way to rei-
magine how we prepare young people in 
the United States for the future of work, 
and how important cross-sector partner-
ships are between education leaders, 
employers, and policymakers.

7
CAREER PATHWAYS FOR ALL YOUTH: LESSONS  
WFROM THE SCHOOL-TO-WORK MOVEMENT
Stephen Hamilton 

STEPHEN HAMILTON, M.A.T.’69, ED.D.’75, professor emeritus from 
Cornell University, explores differences and similarities between the 
current movement to create career pathways (CP) for all young people 
and the school-to-work movement (STW) of the 1980s and 1990s. As 
he writes, “Some CP initiatives can be traced to the STW movement, 
and others have an even older lineage. Examining the history of STW 
sheds some light on the origins of CP and identifies lessons to be 
learned if the new movement is to persist and grow rather than fading 
into the background like its predecessor.”
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5
WHERE TEACHERS THRIVE
Susan Moore Johnson

Based on decades of research and case studies of 14 high-poverty urban 
schools, Where Teachers Thrive by Research Professor SUSAN MOORE JOHNSON, 
M.A.T.’69, ED.D.’81, argues that while it’s important for schools to attract skilled 
and dedicated people to teaching, keeping them in their schools and helping 
them do well depends not just on their training or disposition, but also on whether 
schools support their development. And rather than letting strong teachers work 
in isolation, schools must also find ways to multiply and share their strengths 
throughout their schools. 
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