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book. Reimers speaks to Filom-
ena in both English and Spanish, 
something he says he did to show 
readers a bilingual home. 

The main themes of the first 
book are observation, empathy, 
and perspective. As Reimers 
writes through Filomena’s voice, 
“You can learn a lot about the 
world if you observe and listen. 
Observing is not just looking or 
seeing, and listening is not just 
hearing. To observe you have 
to think about what you see and 
hear. You have to ask questions.” 

Reimers says some of what 
he’s learned in his career has 
found its way into the story, in-
cluding the focus on early liter-
acy and intergenerational obser-
vation that came from a book he 
published last year. 

“Language development and 
literacy are so important to par-
ticipate in society in inclusive 
ways,” he says. While those 
topics might be appropriate for 
graduate students, it could be a 
bit heady for young readers. But 
Reimers has had the best test 
market, sharing Filomena with 
faculty colleagues who in turn 
have shared the book with their 
children and grandchildren. 

“One of the wonderful things 
when you have a community of 
colleagues is people step up and 
give you ideas,” Reimers says. 
One of the fans of Filomena is 
Professor Catherine Snow’s 7- 
year-old granddaughter, Juliet 

nce upon a time there was 
a professor. His name was 
Fernando Reimers. Profes-

sor Reimers lived in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. He taught at the 
Harvard Graduate School of Ed-
ucation. He spent his days work-
ing with students and writing 
many books for adults. 

But at home, Professor Re-
imers had an idea. He wanted to 
write a book for children. He de-
cided the book would be about a 
very special friend of his named 
Filomena. 

Filomena, the parakeet. 
REIMERS, ED.M.’84, ED.D.’88, has 

spent a career focused on inno-
vative global education policies 
and programs as a professor at 
the Ed School and director of 
the International Education 
Policy Program. He’s also a pro-
lific writer and editor, producing 
more than 20 books, plus scores 
of journal articles, on the impor-
tance of developing 21st-century 
skills in students. 

So it came as a surprise when 
Reimers’ latest writing wasn’t 
on global education, or for adults, 
but a personal story about his 12- 
year-old parakeet.

“I can’t explain why I did 
it,” Reimers says on what drove 
him to write a picture book. “I 
remember sitting at my kitchen 
table with 60 papers to grade 
early in January and wondering 
how the bird saw the world. I be-
gan to write this story from the 
bird’s point of view. This simple 
act made me very happy.”

From that initial question 
emerged The Story of Filomena. 
It’s the first in a trilogy featuring 
an observant blue parakeet that 
joined the Reimers household as 
a pet for his two young sons. 

In the book, as in real life, 
the boys have grown up and 
left the figurative nest, leaving 
Filomena behind with Reimers 

and his wife, ELEONORA VILLEGAS- 
REIMERS, ED.M.’84, ED.D.’88. 

The simple story includes 
several surprisingly high 
concepts for a children’s 

Baum-Snow, “a very critical 
reader,” he says. “She gives me 
wonderful feedback.” 

Former students have also re-
sponded positively. One visited 
recently from Mexico, bringing 
Filomena drawings from their 
children. “You’ve made it when 
your former students’ children 
make art like that,” Reimers says.

Other fans have shared the 
book, which has been translated 
into 10 languages, in classrooms 
and other educational settings. 
There are also 10 schools in six 
countries in which older stu-
dents read the books to younger 
students. The second book in the 
series, Filomena’s Friends, came 
out last summer; the third in De-
cember. Reimers laughs that his 
family members are his biggest 
fans but are also quick to remind 
him that he lacks children’s lit 
credentials. That’s exactly what 
makes writing Filomena such a 
joy, he says. 

“Like any creative process, 
we’re only partially aware of the 
forces that get us to do what we 
do. I want to do something I’ve 
never done and learn everything 
about it,” he says. “It makes me 
feel like a child.” 
 
ANDREW BAULD, ED.M.’16, IS  
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When Assistant Professor Tony Jack’s partner got tired of being asked to knit things for him, she made a smart 
decision: She taught him about purl stitches and casting on so he could make things himself.  Reflecting on his 
first attempt, he says, “I was so nervous that I would mess up. She had to get me a vodka spritzer.”  That was 
Christmas 2017. Since then, Jack has started listening to CraftyPlanner podcasts. He frequents Gather Here and 
other craft shops. He thinks about color combinations. In fact, he’s gotten so into knitting that he’s no longer afraid 
to pull out the needles and yarn in front of others, especially when he’s traveling, which he does often as he crosses 
the country sharing his research on low-income college students.  “Flight attendants recognize me now,” he says. 
“One of the flight attendants told another, ‘Our friend in 1B is a knitter,’ when she recognized me but could not place 
my face immediately. I also have people come up to me in the airport to ask me what I am making.”  So far Jack has 
knitted scarves, his latest in pastels, but plans on tackling a blanket and washcloths. Eventually he’ll try his dream 
project: a quilt.  “We bought a sewing machine for the house and have a crafting corner in the loft,” he says. “That 
will take some time though. I want to get knitting down pat before switching.” LH

READ OUR FEATURE ON JACK  
FROM THE SUMMER 2017 ISSUE:  
GSE.HARVARD.EDU/ED

Tony Jack,
Knitter
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