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1990

Jane Margolis, Ed.M.’88, Ed.D., 
senior researcher at UCLA’s Center 
X, founded a curriculum called 
Exploring Computer Science as part 
of the center’s Computer Science 
Project. One of the project goals is 
to increase and enhance computer 
science learning opportunities for 
underrepresented students. The 
curriculum is now a national initia-
tive in seven of the largest school 
districts in the country. 

Mark McCaig, Ed.M., published a 
new collection of poems, Abun-
dance. This is his third book. The 
first, Like Water, was about the 
school he cofounded with his wife 
two decades ago. McCaig teaches 
at the University of Maryland 
University College and Notre Dame 
University of Maryland. 

1991

Shari Tishman, Ed.D., a senior 
research associate at Project Zero, 
a research and development center 
at the Ed School, published Slow 
Looking: The Art and Practice of 
Looking Through Observation. (See 
page 19.)

1992

Rachel Alter, Ed.M., was ap-
pointed library director of the West 
Stockbridge (Massachusetts) Public 
Library, as of January 2018. Prior, 
she worked in libraries at Bay Path 
University in Longmeadow, Mas-
sachusetts, and in public schools in 
Pittsfield, Massachusetts. 

Claudia Stack, Ed.M., has a new 
documentary, Sharecrop, which 
features the experience of 10 
individuals, sometimes referred 
to as “the forgotten farmers,” who 
sharecropped during segregation. 
Stack also published a companion 
teaching guide. Stack’s previous 
films focused on schools built by 
African American communities dur-
ing segregation. (See page 19.) For 
more information: stackstories.comR
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FIRST OFF, WHAT EXACTLY IS A PRE-WAR FORMULA RACE CAR?
Pre-war cars are the oldest and, personally, I think, the most interesting cars in vintage race. Formula One 
was the continuum of the European open wheel grand prix car. Modern day pre-war are typically made up 
of sports cars from the ’30s, ’40s,’ 50s.  They have manufacturing dates prior to World War II. It includes 
sports cars and race cars. I’m in a sports car. My car is a 1952 MG TD, but it was designed in 1942.

HOW DID YOU FIRST BECOME INVOLVED WITH RACING?
My father-in-law started racing when my husband was six, and they had been racing for 20 years when we 
started dating. I said to my husband that I wanted a piece of the action. I can’t just be watching. I said I 
wanted to join the race team. He had tears in his eyes. I got my license that year and started with an open 
1969 Formula V. Such a challenge. The pedal work is really hard. I had to do ankle exercises to strengthen 
my feet. The shifting is hard, and there’s no power steering.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE THE ONLY WOMAN ON THE TRACK RACING?
Outside of the Midwest there might be more women, but I have never raced another woman on the track. It 
feels like a feminist mission now. It’s all men that I race with. When you’re in a race car, you’re in a fireproof 
hoodie and your race suit and helmet, and you can’t tell if I’m a man or a woman. I had an experience where 
I was taking my race car to gas up and my helmet was off, and there was a dad walking with his daughters, 
and one said, “Oh my God, it’s a girl racer!” Now my signature is I have my ponytail flying out from my hel-
met, and I hope there are girls and women who hope they can do this too. 

ARE THERE ANY COMPARISONS BETWEEN YOUR RACING AND YOUR DAY IN EDUCATION?
To be in an education policy role in a fast-moving district, you have to be a bit of an adrenaline junkie. 
Whether it’s city government in the third biggest school system or in a race car, you have to have a calm-
ness to yourself in order to see clearly and be able to navigate. A lot is at stake. It feels like a race against 
time in Chicago, that every one of our just-under 400,000 students is in a highly functioning school, and it 
feels like a race to try and accomplish that.

Q&A WITH ABIGAYIL JOSEPH, ED.M.’99
BY ANDREW BAULD, ED.M.’16

Dealing with high-pressure situations is nothing new for ABIGAYIL JOSEPH. While the 
pace never lets up in her role as chief of staff to the Chicago Board of Education, 
where she’s worked alongside former superintendent Arne Duncan and current Mayor 
Rahm Emmanuel, it’s behind the wheel as one of the only female pre-war Formula 
race car drivers where things really speed up for Joseph. 
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