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Since 2005, the Center for Education Policy Research at Harvard University has raised over
$120 million for research projects, building the analytic capacity of school agencies and training
the next generation of education researchers. Here are some examples of projects led by Dr.
Kane at Harvard and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation:
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Along with the assessment provider, NWEA, and American Institutes of Research, our
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interventions, such as tutoring, summer school and double periods of math or English.
Funder: Walton Family Foundation, Carnegie Corporation and Kenneth C. Griffin.
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and FAS to learn to do research in collaboration with state and local education agencies.
Funder: Institute of Education Sciences
Duration: 7/2015 through 6/2024

3. National Center on Rural Education Research Networks $10,420,799
The project is supporting rural school districts in New York and Ohio to pilot and test
interventions meant to lower student absenteeism and improve college readiness. The
goal is to develop a model of systematic, evidence-based improvement which could be
used to help rural schools in other states.

Funder: Institute of Education Sciences
Co-PIs: Thomas J. Kane, Douglas Staiger and Christopher Avery
Duration: 3/2019-6/2024

4. Proving Ground: Faster, Cheaper Evidence Gathering for Education $20,350,000
From pharmaceuticals to the retail industry, the path to improvement has required
piloting interventions on a small scale and systematically measuring impacts. The
project is managing a network of urban school districts and charter management
organizations to do the same.

Funders: Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and Carnegie Corporation of New York
PI: Thomas J. Kane
Duration: 7/2016-6/2021

5. Learning by the Book $1,100,000
The project collected data from principals and teachers on elementary math curricula and
compared the achievement gains of schools using different curricula across six states.
Funders: Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation, Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, Hewlett Foundation
PI: Thomas J. Kane
Duration: 2017 to 2019
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1.

Best Foot Forward Project $4,995,000
The project sought to improve the quality and usefulness of classroom observations by
allowing teachers to collect videos of their own teaching to discuss with supervisors and
content experts outside the school. The project is providing tools to make video
collection a centerpiece of teacher evaluation and feedback.

Funders: Kenneth C. Griffin and Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Duration: 2013 to 2018
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participating teachers. The results shaped the redesign of teacher evaluation systems in
U.S. and internationally. Project data are available for other researchers through the
University of Michigan Institute for Social Research.

Funder: Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
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